THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

the unchallengeable command of the oceans, and will soon obtain
decisive superiority in the air. They have more wealth, more
technical resources, and they make more steel, than the whole of
the rest of the world put together. They are determined that the
cause of freedom shall not be trampled down, nor the tide of world
progress turned backwards, by the criminal Dictators.

While therefore we naturally view with sorrow and anxiety
much that is happening in Europe and in Africa, and may happen
in Asia, we must not lose our sense of proportion and thus become
discouraged or alarmed. When we face with a steady eye the
difficulties which lie before us, we may derive new confidence from
remembering those we have already overcome. Nothing that is
happening now is comparable in gravity with the dangers through
which we passed last year. Nothing that can happen in the East
is comparable with what is happening in the West.

Last time I spoke to you I quoted the lines of Longfellow which
President Roosevelt had written out for me in his own hand. I
have some other lines which are less well known but which seem
apt and appropriate to our fortunes to-night, and I believe they
will be so judged wherever the English language is spoken or the
flag of freedom flies :

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,

Seem here no painful inch to gain,
Far back, through creeks and inlets making,

Comes silent, flooding in, the main.

And not by eastern windows only,         t

When daylight comes, comes in the light:

In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly!
But westward, look, the land is bright.
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